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AN ACT CONCERNING ABSENTEE BALLOTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. Section 9-137 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) Each absentee ballot shall be returned to the municipal clerk,
inserted in an [inner] envelope which shall be capable of being sealed

and which shall have printed on its face: [a]
(1) A form containing the following statements:

"l hereby state under the penalties of false statement in absentee
balloting that I am eligible to vote at the primary, election or
referendum in the municipality in which this absentee ballot is to be
cast and that I expect to be unable to appear at my polling place during
the hours of voting at such primary, election or referendum for one or
more of the following reasons: [(1)] (A) My active service in the armed
forces; [(2)] (B) my absence from the town in which I am eligible to
vote during all of the hours of voting; [(3)] (C) my illness or physical
disability; [(4)] (D) the tenets of my religion which forbid secular
activity on the day of the primary, election or referendum; or [(5)] (E)
my duties as a primary, election or referendum official.

Date ....
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.... (Signature)";

(2) An endorsement with the words "OFFICIAL ABSENTEE
BALLOT";

(3) Blank spaces for the name, voting residence by street and

number, voting district, the date of the primary, election or

referendum at which the ballot is to be cast and, if the absentee ballot

is to be cast at a primary, the name of the party holding the primary;

and

(4) A notice, sufficient to warn any person handling the ballot, of the

restrictions set forth in section 9-140b, as amended by this act,

concerning who may possess or return the ballot and the restrictions

and penalties set forth in section 9-359 concerning the completion or

execution of absentee ballots.

(b) The clerk shall inscribe such clerk's official address for the return

of the ballot on such envelope prior to issuance of the ballot and

envelope. Such envelope shall be serially numbered.

Sec. 2. Subsection (a) of section 9-139a of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(@) The Secretary of the State shall prescribe and furnish the
following materials to municipal clerks: The absentee ballot facsimile,
the application for absentee ballot, the [inner envelope, the outer]
envelope provided for the return of the ballot to the municipal clerk,
the instructions for the use of the absentee ballot and the envelope for

mailing of such forms by the clerk to the absentee ballot applicant.

Sec. 3. Subsections (d) and (e) of section 9-140 of the general statutes

are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective

from passage):

(d) An absentee voting set shall consist of an absentee ballot, [inner
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and outer envelopes] an envelope for its return, instructions for its use,
and, if applicable, explanatory texts concerning ballot questions, as
provided for in sections 2-30a and 9-369b. No other material shall be
included with an absentee voting set issued to an applicant except as
provided in sections 9-153e and 9-153f or where necessary to correct an

error or omission as provided in section 9-153c, as amended by this act.

(e) Upon receipt of an application, the municipal clerk shall, unless a
notice is mailed to the applicant pursuant to subsection (c) of this
section, write the serial number of the [outer] envelope included in the
absentee voting set to be issued to the applicant in the space provided
for that purpose on the application form. Sets shall be issued to
applicants in consecutive ascending numerical order of the envelope
serial numbers, and the clerk shall keep a list of the numbers indicating
beside each number the name of the applicant to whom that set was
issued. The list shall be preserved as a public record as required by
section 9-150b, as amended by this act.

Sec. 4. Section 9-140a of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

Each absentee ballot applicant shall sign the form on the [inner]

envelope provided for in section 9-137, as amended by this act, which

shall constitute a statement under the penalties of false statement in
absentee balloting. Any absentee ballot applicant who is unable to
write may cause his name to be signed on the form by an authorized
agent who shall, in the space provided for the signature, write the
name of the applicant followed by the word "by" and his own
signature. The failure of the applicant or authorized agent to date the
form shall not invalidate the ballot. The ballot shall be inserted in the
[inner envelope, and the inner envelope shall be inserted in the outer]
envelope [, prior to the return of the ballot to the municipal clerk. If an
applicant is required to return identification with the ballot pursuant
to the Help America Vote Act, P.L. 107-252, as amended from time to
time, such identification shall be inserted in [the outer envelope so
such identification can be viewed without opening the inner] such
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envelope.

Sec. 5. Subsection (a) of section 9-140b of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(@) An absentee ballot shall be cast at a primary, election or
referendum only if: (1) It is mailed by (A) the ballot applicant, (B) a
designee of a person who applies for an absentee ballot because of
illness or physical disability, or (C) a member of the immediate family
of an applicant who is a student, so that it is received by the clerk of
the municipality in which the applicant is qualified to vote not later
than the close of the polls; (2) it is returned by the applicant in person
to the clerk by the day before a regular election, special election or
primary or prior to the opening of the polls on the day of a
referendum; (3) it is returned by a designee of an ill or physically
disabled ballot applicant, in person, to said clerk not later than the
close of the polls on the day of the election, primary or referendum; (4)
it is returned by a member of the immediate family of the absentee
voter, in person, to said clerk not later than the close of the polls on the
day of the election, primary or referendum; (5) in the case of a
presidential or overseas ballot, it is mailed or otherwise returned

pursuant to the provisions of section 9-158g, as amended by this act; or

(6) it is returned with the proper identification as required by the Help
America Vote Act, P.L. 107-252, as amended from time to time, if
applicable, inserted in the [outer envelope so such identification can be
viewed without opening the inner] envelope. A person returning an
absentee ballot to the municipal clerk pursuant to subdivision (3) or (4)
of this subsection shall present identification and, on the [outer]
envelope of the absentee ballot, sign his name in the presence of the
municipal clerk, and indicate his address, his relationship to the voter
or his position, and the date and time of such return. As used in this
section, "immediate family" means a dependent relative who resides in
the individual's household or any spouse, child or parent of the
individual.
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Sec. 6. Subsections (a) to (c), inclusive, of section 9-140c of the
general statutes are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective from passage):

(@) The municipal clerk shall retain the envelopes containing
absentee ballots received by him under section 9-140b, as amended by

this act, and shall not open such envelopes. The municipal clerk shall
endorse over his signature, upon each [outer] envelope as he receives
it, the date and precise time of its receipt. The clerk shall make an
affidavit attesting to the accuracy of all such endorsements, and at the
close of the polls shall deliver such affidavit to the head moderator,
who shall endorse the time of its receipt and return it to the clerk after
all counting is complete. The clerk shall preserve the affidavit for one
hundred eighty days in accordance with the requirements of section 9-
150b, as amended by this act. The clerk shall keep a list of the names of

the applicants who return absentee ballots to the clerk under section 9-

140b, as amended by this act. The list shall be preserved as a public

record as required by section 9-150b, as amended by this act.

(b) Beginning not earlier than the seventh day before the election,
primary or referendum and on any weekday thereafter, all absentee
ballots received by the municipal clerk not later than eleven o'clock
a.m. of such day may be sorted into voting districts by the municipal
clerk and checked as provided in this subsection. On any such day,
beginning as soon as the ballots have been sorted, the registrars of
voters, without opening the [outer] envelopes, may check the names of
the applicants returning ballots on the official checklist to be used at
the election, primary or referendum by indicating "absentee" or "A"
preceding each such name and, if unaffiliated electors are authorized
under section 9-431 to vote in the primary of either of two parties, the
designation of the party in which the applicants are voting preceding
each such name. Unless absentee ballots are to be counted in the
respective polling places, pursuant to subsection (b) of section 9-147a,
the registrars shall also place such indication on a duplicate of the
checklist to be retained by the municipal clerk until he delivers it to the
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registrars at twelve o'clock noon on election, primary or referendum
day for the use of the absentee ballot counters pursuant to subsection
(i) of this section. All absentee ballots received not later than eleven
o'clock a.m. of the last day before the election, primary or referendum
which is not a Sunday or legal holiday, shall be so sorted and checked
not later than such day.

(c) If the name of the applicant returning the ballot is not on the
official checklist for any polling place in such municipality, the
registrars shall endorse on the face of such [outer] envelope the word
"rejected", followed by a statement of the reasons for rejection, and [the

outer] such envelope shall not be opened or the ballot counted.

Sec. 7. Subdivision (4) of subsection (i) of section 9-140c of the
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective from passage):

(4) If the name of an applicant returning a ballot has been checked
on the official checklist as having voted in person the absentee ballot
counters shall, in checking the ballots, endorse on the face of the
[outer] envelope the word "rejected" followed by a statement of the
reason for rejection, and [the outer] such envelope shall not be opened

or the ballot counted.

Sec. 8. Subsection (1) of section 9-140c of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(I) The municipal clerk shall retain all [outer] envelopes containing
absentee ballots received by him after the close of the polls, unopened,
for the period prescribed in section 9-150b, as amended by this act.

Sec. 9. Subsections (c) to (f), inclusive, of section 9-150a of the
general statutes are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective from passage):

(c) Except with respect to ballots marked "Rejected" pursuant to
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section 9-140c, as amended by this act, or other applicable law, the

counters shall [remove the inner envelopes from the outer envelopes,
shall] note the total number of absentee ballots received and shall
report such total to the moderator. They shall similarly note and
separately so report the total numbers of presidential ballots and
overseas ballots received pursuant to sections 9-158a to 9-158m,

inclusive.

(d) (1) If the statement on the [inner] envelope has not been signed

as required by section 9-140a, as amended by this act, such [inner]

envelope shall not be opened or the ballot removed therefrom, and
such [inner envelope shall be replaced in the opened outer envelope
which] envelope shall be marked "Rejected" and the reason therefor
endorsed thereon by the counters.

(2) If such statement is signed but the individual completing the
ballot is an individual described in subsection (a) of section 9-23r and
has not met the requirements of subsection (e) of section 9-23r, as

amended by this act, the counters shall replace the ballot in the opened

[inner envelope, replace the inner envelope in the opened outer]
envelope and mark "Rejected as an Absentee Ballot" and endorse the
reason for such rejection on [the outer] such envelope, and the ballot
shall be treated as a provisional ballot for federal offices only, pursuant

to sections 9-232i to 9-2320, inclusive.

(e) The counters shall then remove the absentee ballots from the

remaining [inner] envelopes.

(f) Before the ballots are counted, all opened [outer and inner]
envelopes from which such ballots have been removed, and all [outer]
envelopes marked "Rejected" as required by law, shall be placed and
sealed by the counters, separately by voting district, in depository
envelopes prescribed by the Secretary of the State and provided by the
municipal clerk. The counters shall seal such depository envelopes by
wrapping them lengthwise and sideways with nonreusable tape,
endorse on each such envelope their names, the voting district and the
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time of the count, and deliver such envelopes to the moderator.

Sec. 10. Subsection (i) of section 9-150b of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(i) For one hundred eighty days after the election, primary or
referendum the following shall be preserved by the municipal clerk as
a public record open to public inspection: (1) The affidavit regarding
the municipal clerk's endorsement of [inner] envelopes, as required by

subsection (a) of section 9-140c, as amended by this act; and (2) the

affidavit regarding delivery and receipt of ballots, as required by
subsection (j) of said section.

Sec. 11. Subsections (b) to (d), inclusive, of section 9-153b of the
general statutes are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective from passage):

(b) Except as provided in subsection (d) of this section for members
of the armed forces, the municipal clerk shall mark the serially-
numbered [outer] envelope "rejected" and note the reasons therefor on
all absentee ballots and envelopes so returned to him and shall seal
such unopened ballots in a package and retain them in a safe place

until delivered in accordance with section 9-140c, as amended by this

act. The municipal clerk shall keep a list of the names of each absentee

ballot applicant who has applied for more than one absentee ballot, as

provided in section 9-140, as amended by this act, together with the
serial number appearing on the [outer] envelope of each absentee

voting set issued to each such applicant including the latest one issued.

(c) When an absentee ballot applicant has applied for more than one
absentee ballot, only the latest absentee ballot issued to him by the
municipal clerk as determined by the serial number appearing on the
[outer] envelope may be counted and all absentee ballots and
envelopes formerly issued to that applicant shall be marked rejected as

provided in subsection (b) of this section and not counted.
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(d) Subsections (a), (b) and (c) of this section shall not apply to
members of the armed forces, and if more than one absentee ballot is
received from any elector who is a member of the armed forces, the
ballot of such elector bearing the latest postmark shall be counted if no
absentee ballot of such elector has already been counted, provided that
the municipal clerk shall mark all serially-numbered [outer] envelopes
bearing earlier postmarks "rejected" and note the reasons for rejection
and shall deliver such ballots in accordance with section 9-140c, as

amended by this act.

Sec. 12. Section 9-153c of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) If a municipal clerk has omitted the name of a candidate, party
or office designation, inserted an incorrect or misspelled name of a
candidate, party or office designation, provided an absentee ballot
applicant with a ballot which is not the correct ballot for his voting
district, or incorrectly imprinted or failed to imprint the designation of
a state or local question on an absentee ballot in the appropriate space,
and if any such omission or error is likely to mislead any voter, he
shall, as soon as he becomes aware of such omission or error, promptly
mail to each applicant to whom such an absentee ballot has been
issued, a correct absentee ballot, [envelopes] envelope for its return
and instructions, a statement explaining the error or omission
including the correct name or question and a copy of this section. The
municipal clerk shall inform the Secretary of the State when he

proceeds under this subsection.

(b) Any additional absentee voting sets issued to applicants under
this section shall be issued in consecutive ascending numerical order
based upon the serial number appearing on the [outer] envelope for
return of ballots to the municipal clerk, and the clerk shall keep a
record of such numbers by making a notation on, or attaching a
memorandum to, the applicant's original application for an absentee
ballot.
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(c) The municipal clerk shall keep a list containing the name,
address and voting district of each absentee ballot applicant who has
been issued more than one absentee ballot under this section and the
serial number appearing on the [outer] envelope of each absentee
voting set so issued. The list shall be kept with the list required under
section 9-140, as amended by this act.

(d) If more than one ballot is received from an applicant who has
been sent a correct ballot under subsection (a) of this section, the ballot
bearing the latest serial number shall be counted, if no ballot of such
applicant has already been counted. The municipal clerk shall inscribe
the word "rejected" and note the reasons for rejection on the [outer]
envelope of each of such applicant's other ballots not so counted and
shall seal them, unopened, in a package and retain them in a safe place
until delivered in accordance with section 9-140c, as amended by this

act.

Sec. 13. Section 9-153d of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) Either registrar of voters may, not more than ninety days before
the day of an election, in a form to be prescribed by the Secretary of the
State, direct the municipal clerk forthwith to mail an absentee ballot,
with the necessary [envelopes] envelope and instructions, to the best-
known address, within the knowledge of the registrar issuing such
direction, of an elector or applicant for admission as an elector who is
living outside the territorial limits of the several states of the United
States and the District of Columbia or who is a member of the armed
forces, or the spouse or dependent of a member of the armed forces
living where such member is stationed, whether such address is a
home address or an armed service address, and such direction shall
constitute sufficient application for such absentee ballot. The municipal
clerk may, during such period, so act of his own motion and without
waiting for the direction of a registrar of voters or other application, if
the clerk first completes and retains in his records as an application the
same direction form as is used by a registrar of voters.
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(b) Within the time limits in subsection (b) of section 9-158c for
availability of overseas ballots, either registrar of voters may, in a form
to be prescribed by the Secretary of the State, direct the municipal clerk
forthwith to mail an overseas ballot, with the necessary [envelopes]
envelope and instructions, to the best-known address, within the
knowledge of the registrar issuing such direction, of a citizen of the
United States who is eligible to vote as an overseas elector under
sections 9-158a to 9-158m, inclusive, and such direction shall constitute
sufficient application for such absentee ballot. Such ballot shall not be
counted unless an application form prescribed in subsection (b) of
section 9-158d is received by the town clerk prior to the day of the
election or primary. The municipal clerk may, during such period, so
act on his own motion and without waiting for the direction of a
registrar of voters or other application, if the clerk first completes and
retains in his records as an application the same direction form that is

used by a registrar of voters.

Sec. 14. Section 9-158e of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(@) A person applying for a presidential ballot in person shall
present: (1) A current and valid photo identification, or (2) a copy of a
current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck or
other government document that shows the name and address of the
voter. The application for a presidential ballot by mail shall be
accompanied by: (A) A copy of a current and valid photo
identification, or (B) a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement,
government check, paycheck or government document that shows the
name and address of the voter. Upon receipt of an application for a
presidential ballot under sections 9-158a to 9-158m, inclusive, the clerk,
if satisfied that the application is proper and that the applicant is
qualified to vote under said sections, shall forthwith give or mail to the
applicant, as the case may be, a ballot for presidential and vice-
presidential electors for use at the election and instructions and
[envelopes] an envelope for its return.
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(b) Upon receipt of an application for an overseas ballot, the clerk, if
satistied that the application is proper and that the applicant is
qualified to vote at the federal election for which the application is
made, pursuant to the provisions of sections 9-158b to 9-158m,
inclusive, shall forthwith mail a ballot containing the names and offices
of the candidates for federal office and instructions and [envelopes] an
envelope for its return to the applicant.

Sec. 15. Section 9-158f of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) The voter, after marking his presidential ballot so as to express
his choice, shall fold it so as to conceal the markings, and enclose it in

[an inner] a serially-numbered envelope furnished by the town clerk

for such purpose. The envelope shall have imprinted upon its back a
statement which shall be signed by the voter. The failure of the voter to
date the statement shall not invalidate the ballot. Such statement shall

be substantially as follows:
Certification of Presidential Voter

I, the undersigned, do hereby state under the penalties of false

statement in absentee balloting that:

(1) I am qualified to vote for Presidential and Vice-Presidential
electors in the town of .... Connecticut, at the presidential election to be
held on November ...., 20...

(2) I have not applied, nor do I intend to apply, for a ballot to vote
for Presidential and Vice-Presidential electors at said election from any

other town, city, county or state, and

(3)  have not voted, and I will not vote otherwise than by this ballot

in said presidential election.

Dated at ..., this .... day of .... 20...
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.... (Signature of voter)

(b) The overseas elector, after marking his overseas ballot so as to
express his choice, shall fold it so as to conceal the markings and

enclose it in [an inner] a serially-numbered envelope furnished by the

town clerk for such purpose. The envelope shall have imprinted upon
its back a statement which shall be signed by the elector. The failure of
the elector to date the statement shall not invalidate the ballot. The

statement shall be substantially as follows:
Certification of Overseas Elector

I, the undersigned, do hereby state under the penalties of false

statement in absentee balloting that:

(1) I am qualified to vote for candidates for federal office in the town

of ...., Connecticut, at the federal election to be held on ...., 20...

(2) I have not applied, nor do I intend to apply, for a ballot to vote
for candidates for federal office at said election from any other town,
city or county in Connecticut or in any other state or election district of

any state or territory or any territory or possession of the United States.

(3) I have not voted, and I will not vote otherwise than by this ballot
in said federal election.

Dated at ..., this .... day of ...., 20...
.... (Signature of overseas elector)

Sec. 16. Section 9-158g of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

The voter shall sign the certification upon the [inner envelope,
securely seal it, enclose it in an outer] serially-numbered envelope,
securely seal it and return it to the municipal clerk of the town in

which he is qualified to vote. The clerk shall keep it in his office until
delivered by him to the registrars of voters at the same time and in the
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same manner as is provided for absentee ballots. If the ballot is
returned by a person other than the voter or the United States Postal
Service, the person delivering the ballot shall sign his name and
address and the date and time of its delivery on the [outer] envelope in
the clerk's presence. The ballot, to be cast, shall be returned so that it is
received by the town clerk not later than the close of the polls on the
day of the election.

Sec. 17. Section 9-1590 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

Any elector who has returned an absentee ballot to the municipal
clerk and who finds he is able to vote in person shall proceed before
ten o'clock a.m. on election, primary or referendum day to the
municipal clerk's office and request that his ballot be withdrawn. The
municipal clerk shall remove the ballot from the sealed package and
shall mark the serially-numbered [outer] envelope, which shall remain
unopened, "rejected" and note the reasons for rejection. The elector
shall also endorse the envelope. The rejected ballot shall then be
returned to the sealed package until delivered on election, primary or
referendum day to the registrars of voters in accordance with section 9-

140c, as amended by this act. The municipal clerk shall then give the

elector a signed statement directed to the moderator of the voting
district in which the elector resides stating that the elector has
withdrawn his absentee ballot and may vote in person. Upon delivery
of the statement by the elector to the moderator, the moderator shall
cause the absentee indication next to the name of the elector to be
stricken from the official checklist and the elector may then have his
name checked and vote in person. Unless absentee ballots are to be
counted in the respective polling places pursuant to subsection (b) of
section 9-147a, the municipal clerk shall also cause the absentee
indication next to the name of the elector to be stricken from the

duplicate checklist to be used by the absentee ballot counters.

Sec. 18. Subsections (d) to (h), inclusive, of section 9-159p of the
general statutes are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu

LCO {\\PRDFS1\HCOUSERS\BARRYJN\WS\2019HB-05816- 14 of 21
R02-HB.docx }



427

428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435
436
437
438

439
440
441
442
443
444
445

446
447
448
449
450
451

452
453
454
455
456

457

Substitute Bill No. 5816

thereof (Effective from passage):

(d) Immediately upon receipt of a challenge, the municipal clerk
shall send copies of the challenge to each registrar of voters and to the
person offering to vote by absentee ballot. The municipal clerk shall
send the copy of the challenge to the person offering to vote by first
class certified mail to the mailing address shown on the application for
the absentee ballot. The municipal clerk shall furnish copies of any
written response to the challenge to each registrar of voters. The

municipal clerk shall deliver the ballot in the [inner] serially-numbered

envelope, which shall not be opened, [the serially-numbered envelope]
and any other evidence relevant to the challenge, to the registrars, who

shall sign a receipt for the same.

(e) Immediately upon receipt of a challenge, the moderator shall
deliver copies of the challenge to each registrar of voters. The
moderator shall also deliver, or designate another election, primary or
referendum official to deliver, the ballot in the [inner] serially-
numbered envelope, which shall not be opened, [the serially-
numbered envelope] and any other evidence relevant to the challenge

to the registrars, who shall sign a receipt for the same.

(f) The registrars of voters shall examine the challenge, any written
response to the challenge and any other evidence or information they
deem relevant to the challenge, including the [inner] envelope, which
shall not be opened, and shall determine whether the challenge should
be upheld. If the registrars fail to agree that the challenge should be
upheld, it shall be deemed to have been denied.

(g) The registrars of voters shall make the determination not earlier
than noon of the day of the election, primary or referendum at which
the ballot is submitted and not later than the time when the counting
of all other absentee ballots at the election, primary or referendum has
been completed.

(h) The registrars of voters shall notify, in writing, the municipal
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clerk and the central counting moderator, or the moderator of the
polling place at which the ballot is to be counted pursuant to
subsection (b) of section 9-147a, of their determination. If the challenge
is denied, the absentee ballot shall be delivered by the registrars to the
appropriate location for counting pursuant to law. If the challenge is
upheld, the registrars shall mark the word "rejected" on the serially-
numbered [outer] envelope and note the reasons for rejection, and
shall return it together with all other evidence received in connection
with the challenge to the municipal clerk who shall retain the same

until delivered in accordance with section 9-140c, as amended by this

act, except that a challenge to a ballot which the municipal clerk has
delivered to the registrars of voters for counting pursuant to sections 9-
140c, as amended by this act, and 9-147a shall be returned to the

moderator to whom the challenge was made.

Sec. 19. Subsection (g) of section 9-159q of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(8) The registrars or their designees, as the case may be, shall jointly
deliver the ballots to the respective applicants at the institution and
shall jointly supervise the voting of such ballots. The ballots shall be
returned to the registrars or their designees by the electors in the
envelopes provided and in accordance with the provisions of sections
9-137, as amended by this act, [9-139] and 9-140a, as amended by this
act. If any elector asks for assistance in voting his ballot, two registrars

or their designees of different political parties or, for a primary, their
designees of different candidates, shall render such assistance as they
deem necessary and appropriate to enable such elector to vote his
ballot. The registrars or their designees may reject a ballot when (1) the
elector declines to vote a ballot, or (2) the registrars or their designees
are unable to determine how the elector who has requested their
assistance desires to vote the ballot. When the registrars or their
designees reject a ballot, they shall mark the serially-numbered [outer]
envelope "rejected" and note the reasons for rejection. Nothing in this
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section shall limit the right of an elector to vote his ballot in secret.

Sec. 20. Subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of section 9-7b of the
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective from passage):

(1) To make investigations on its own initiative or with respect to
statements filed with the commission by the Secretary of the State, any
town clerk or any registrar of voters or upon written complaint under
oath by any individual, with respect to alleged violations of any
provision of the general statutes relating to any election or referendum,
any primary held pursuant to section 9-423, 9-425 or 9-464 or any
primary held pursuant to a special act, and to hold hearings when the
commission deems necessary to investigate violations of any
provisions of the general statutes relating to any such election, primary
or referendum, and for the purpose of such hearings the commission
may administer oaths, examine witnesses and receive oral and
documentary evidence, and shall have the power to subpoena
witnesses under procedural rules the commission shall adopt, to
compel their attendance and to require the production for examination
of any books and papers which the commission deems relevant to any
matter under investigation or in question. Until the commission
determines that it is necessary to investigate a violation, commission
members and staff shall keep confidential any information concerning
a complaint or preliminary investigation, except upon request of the
treasurer, deputy treasurer, chairperson or candidate affiliated with a
committee that is the subject of the complaint or preliminary
investigation. In connection with its investigation of any alleged
violation of any provision of chapter 145, or of any provision of section

9-359 or section 9-359a, as amended by this act, the commission shall

also have the power to subpoena any municipal clerk and to require
the production for examination of any absentee ballot, [inner and
outer] envelope from which any such ballot has been removed,
depository envelope containing any such ballot or [inner or outer]
envelope as provided in sections 9-150a, as amended by this act, and 9-

LCO {\\PRDFS1\HCOUSERS\BARRYJN\WS\2019HB-05816- 17 of 21
R02-HB.docx }



524
525
526
527
528
529
530
531
532
533
534
535
536
537

538
539
540

541
542
543
544
545
546
547
548
549
550
551
552
553
554
555

556

Substitute Bill No. 5816

150b, as amended by this act, and any other record, form or document

as provided in section 9-150b, as amended by this act, in connection

with the election, primary or referendum to which the investigation
relates. In case of a refusal to comply with any subpoena issued
pursuant to this subsection or to testify with respect to any matter
upon which that person may be lawfully interrogated, the superior
court for the judicial district of Hartford, on application of the
commission, may issue an order requiring such person to comply with
such subpoena and to testify; failure to obey any such order of the
court may be punished by the court as a contempt thereof. In any
matter under investigation which concerns the operation or inspection
of or outcome recorded on any voting tabulator, the commission may
issue an order to the registrars of voters to impound such tabulator

until the investigation is completed;

Sec. 21. Subsection (e) of section 9-23r of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(e) If an individual described in subsection (a) of this section does
not submit the identification described in subsection (a) of this section
as part of the individual's application for admission as an elector, and
if the individual votes by absentee ballot in an election for federal
office, the individual shall enclose in the [outer absentee ballot
envelope, and not in the inner] envelope with the ballot: (1) A copy of
a current and valid photo identification, or (2) a copy of a current
utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other
government document that shows the name and address of the voter.
If an individual does not meet the requirements of this subsection in an
election for federal office, such individual’s absentee ballot shall be

processed in accordance with the provisions of subdivision (2) of

subsection (d) of section 9-150a, as amended by this act, and treated as
a provisional ballot for federal office only, pursuant to sections 9-232i
to 9-2320, inclusive.

Sec. 22. Subsection (b) of section 9-311 of the general statutes is
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repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from
passage):

(b) The moderator shall determine the place or places where the
recanvass shall be conducted and, if such recanvass is held before the
tabulators are boxed and collected in the manner required by section 9-
266, the moderator may either require that such recanvass of such
tabulators be conducted in each place where the tabulators are located,
or he may require that they be removed to one central place, where
such recanvass shall be conducted. All recanvassing procedures shall
be open to public observation. Such recanvass officials shall, in the
presence of such moderator and registrars of voters, make a record of
the number on the seal and the number on the protective counter, if
one is provided, on each voting tabulator specified by such moderator.
Such registrars of voters in the presence of such moderator shall turn
over the keys of each such tabulator to such recanvass officials, and
such recanvass officials, in the presence of such registrars of voters and
moderator, shall immediately proceed to recanvass the vote cast
thereon, and shall then open the package of absentee ballots and
recanvass the vote cast thereon. In the course of the recanvass of the
absentee ballot vote the recanvass officials shall check all [outer
envelopes for absentee ballots against the inner] envelopes for such
ballots [and] against the registry list to verify postmarks, addresses
and registry list markings and also to determine whether the number
of envelopes from which absentee ballots have been removed is the
same as the number of persons checked as having voted by absentee
ballot. The write-in ballots shall also be recanvassed at this time. All of
the recanvass officials shall use the same forms for tallies and returns
as were used at the original canvass and the absentee ballot counters

shall also sign the tallies.

Sec. 23. Subsection (a) of section 9-359a of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(a) A person is guilty of false statement in absentee balloting when
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he intentionally makes a false written statement in or on or signs the
name of another person to the application for an absentee ballot or the
[inner] envelope accompanying any such ballot, which he does not
believe to be true and which statement or signature is intended to
mislead a public servant in the performance of his official function.

Sec. 24. Subsection (e) of section 9-369c of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(e) Any person who is eligible to vote by absentee ballot as provided
in this section may apply in person or by mail to the municipal clerk
for an absentee ballot. Application shall be made on a form furnished
by the Secretary of the State, as provided in subsection (d) of this
section. Upon receipt of an application or upon the nineteenth day
before the date of the referendum, whichever is later, the municipal
clerk shall give to the applicant or mail, as the case may be, the
absentee ballot and the [envelopes] envelope furnished by the
Secretary of the State. No absentee ballot shall be issued after the
opening of the polls at the referendum, except as provided in section 9-
150c.

Sec. 25. Section 9-139 of the general statutes is repealed. (Effective
from passage)

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 from passage 9-137

Sec. 2 from passage 9-139a(a)

Sec. 3 from passage 9-140(d) and (e)

Sec. 4 from passage 9-140a

Sec. 5 from passage 9-140b(a)

Sec. 6 from passage 9-140c(a) to (c)

Sec. 7 from passage 9-140c(i)(4)

Sec. 8 from passage 9-140c(1)

Sec. 9 from passage 9-150a(c) to (f)

Sec. 10 from passage 9-150Db(i)
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Sec. 11 from passage 9-153b(b) to (d)
Sec. 12 from passage 9-153c

Sec. 13 from passage 9-153d

Sec. 14 from passage 9-158e

Sec. 15 from passage 9-158f

Sec. 16 from passage 9-158¢g

Sec. 17 from passage 9-1590

Sec. 18 from passage 9-159p(d) to (h)
Sec. 19 from passage 9-159q(g)

Sec. 20 from passage 9-7b(a)(1)

Sec. 21 from passage 9-23r(e)

Sec. 22 from passage 9-311(b)

Sec. 23 from passage 9-359a(a)

Sec. 24 from passage 9-369c¢(e)

Sec. 25 from passage Repealer section

Statement of Legislative Commissioners:

In Section 1(a), "on its face: (1) A form" was changed to "on its face: [a]
(1) A form" for accuracy; in Section 2 "and [the] envelope" was changed
to "and the envelope" for accuracy and clarity; and in Section 15(b), "in
an [inner] envelope" was changed to "in [an inner] a serially-numbered
envelope" for accuracy and consistency.

GAE Joint Favorable Subst. -LCO

LCO {\\PRDFS1\HCOUSERS\BARRYJN\WS\2019HB-05816- 21 of 21
R02-HB.docx }



