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Chapter 541
(House Bill 355)

AN ACT concerning

Publie Ethies Law Education — SehoeolBeards County Boards of Education —

Dlsclosures and Requlrements

FOR the purpose of repealing the requirement that certain county boards of education
develop and maintain a certain funding accountability website; requiring that each
county board annually report certain financial information to the Department of
Budget and Management beginning on a certain date; requiring the Department to
post certain information on a certaln Webs1te prov1d1ng for the construction of
certaln provisions of law, : ¢ : :

%1%%&1%%6%&&%%& requiring the custodlan of certam documents for a local school
system, instead of only Howard County, to provide written notlce to a certain
apphcant regarding the filing of a certaln complamt
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terms prov1d1ng for the construction of this Act; establishinsa-ecertain-shert-titlefe :
: : making conforming changes; and generally relating to ke
axds county boards of education.

BY repealing
Article — Education
Section 5—115 through 5-119
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2018 Replacement Volume and 2018 Supplement)

BY adding to
Article — Education
Section 5-115
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2018 Replacement Volume and 2018 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — General Provisions
Section 4—206=5 e
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2014 Volume and 2018 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That Section(s) 5—115 through 5-119 of Article — Education of the Annotated Code of
Maryland be repealed.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Laws of Maryland read
as follows:

Article — Education
5-115.

(A) (1) IN THIS SECTION, “PAYEE” MEANS ANY PARTY WHO RECEIVES AN
AGGREGATE PAYMENT OF $25,000 IN A FISCAL YEAR FROM A SCHOOL BOARD.

(2) “PAYEE” DOES NOT INCLUDE:

(I) A PUBLIC SCHOOL EMPLOYEE WITH RESPECT TO THE
EMPLOYEE’S COMPENSATION;
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(I) A PUBLIC SCHOOL RETIREE WITH RESPECT TO THE
RETIREE’S RETIREMENT ALLOWANCE; OR

(111) IN BALTIMORE COUNTY, A THIRD-PARTY PAYEE THAT
ACCEPTS EMPLOYEE PAYROLL-RELATED PAYMENTS, INCLUDING:

1. RECURRING PAYMENTS FOR PAYROLL TAXES;
2. EMPLOYEE PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS; AND

3. INVESTMENT-RELATED ACTIVITIES RELATING TO
FUND BALANCES.

(B) (1) BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2020, EACH COUNTY BOARD SHALL
ANNUALLY REPORT THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION FOR THE IMMEDIATELY
PRECEDING FISCAL YEAR TO THE DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT:

(1) THE NAME OF A PAYEE RECEIVING A PAYMENT;

(I1) THE LOCATION OF A PAYEE BY POSTAL ZIP CODE;

(I11) THE AMOUNT OF A PAYMENT;

(1v) FOR THE BALTIMORE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION:
1. THE PURPOSE FOR THE PAYMENT; AND

2. WHETHER THE PAYEE IS A MINORITY BUSINESS
ENTERPRISE; AND

(v) FOorR THE PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY BOARD OF
EDUCATION, THE BUDGET DATA PREPARED UNDER § 5-101 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

(2) EACH COUNTY BOARD SHALL PROVIDE THE INFORMATION
SPECIFIED IN PARAGRAPH (1)(I) OF THIS SUBSECTION TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT FOR THE FOLLOWING PREVIOUS FISCAL YEARS:

(I) FOR THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION,
FISCAL YEARS 2010 THROUGH 2018;

(1I1) FOR THE HOWARD COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION, FISCAL
YEARS 2011 THROUGH 2018;
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(111) FOR THE BALTIMORE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION,
FISCAL YEARS 2012 THROUGH 2018;

(tv) FOR THE PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY BOARD OF
EDUCATION, FISCAL YEARS 2012 THROUGH 2018;

(V) FOR THE ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION,
FISCAL YEARS 2017 AND 2018; AND

(vi) FOR ALL OTHER COUNTY BOARDS, FISCAL YEAR 2018.
(3) THE DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT SHALL POST

THE INFORMATION REPORTED UNDER PARAGRAPHS (1) AND (2) OF THIS
SUBSECTION ON ITS FUNDING ACCOUNTABILITY & TRANSPARENCY WEBSITE.

(C) THIS SECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TO REQUIRE THE DISCLOSURE
OF INFORMATION THAT IS CONFIDENTIAL UNDER FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL LAW.

Article - General Provisions

(a) (1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.

(2)  “Indigent” means an individual’s family household income is less than
50% of the median family income for the State as reported in the Federal Register.

(3) “Reasonable fee” means a fee bearing a reasonable relationship to the
recovery of actual costs incurred by a governmental unit.

(b) (1) Subject to the limitations in this section, the official custodian may
charge an applicant a reasonable fee for:

(1) the search for, preparation of, and reproduction of a public record
prepared, on request of the applicant, in a customized format; and

(i1) the actual costs of the search for, preparation of, and
reproduction of a public record in standard format, including media and mechanical
processing costs.
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(2)  The staff and attorney review costs included in the calculation of actual
costs incurred under this section shall be prorated for each individual’s salary and actual
time attributable to the search for and preparation of a public record under this section.

(c) The official custodian may not charge a fee fors

& the first 2 hours that are needed to search for a public record and
prepare it for inspection=6R

(d) (1) If another law sets a fee for a copy, an electronic copy, a printout, or a
photograph of a public record, that law applies.

(2)  The official custodian may charge for the cost of providing facilities for
the reproduction of the public record if the custodian did not have the facilities.

(e) The official custodian may waive a fee under this section if:
(1) the applicant asks for a waiver; and
(2) (1) the applicant is indigent and files an affidavit of indigency; or

(i1)  after consideration of the ability of the applicant to pay the fee
and other relevant factors, the official custodian determines that the waiver would be in
the public interest.

® [In Howard County, if] IF the custodian of a public record for [the Howard
County Public School System] A LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM charges an applicant a fee under
subsection (b) of this section, the custodian shall provide written notice to the applicant
that the applicant may file a complaint with the $Board} €
to contest the fee.
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SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1, 2019.

Approved by the Governor, May 13, 2019.
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