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HOUSE BILL 77

E1l 91r0493
CF SB 395

By: Delegates Moon, Acevero, Atterbeary, Barron, Charkoudian, Hettleman,
Korman, Lierman, Luedtke, Stewart, Sydnor, and Wilkins

Introduced and read first time: January 17, 2019

Assigned to: Judiciary

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: February 20, 2019

CHAPTER __
AN ACT concerning
Criminal Law — Decriminalization of Attempted Suicide
FOR the purpose of providing that attempted suicide is not a crime in the State; prohibiting
a certain act, in itself, from being the basis of a certain criminal charge; providing

for the construction of this Act; providing that the common law offense of attempted
suicide is abrogated and repealed; and generally relating to attempted suicide.

BY adding to
Article — Criminal Law
Section 3—101.1 to be under the amended subtitle “Subtitle 1. Suicide”
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2012 Replacement Volume and 2018 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Criminal Law
Subtitle 1. [Assisted] Suicide.
3-101.1.

(A) ATTEMPTED SUICIDE IS NOT A CRIME IN THE STATE.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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(B) THE ACT OF ATTEMPTING TO COMMIT SUICIDE, IN ITSELF, MAY NOT
FORM THE BASIS OF A CRIMINAL CHARGE AGAINST THE PERSON WHO ATTEMPTED
TO COMMIT SUICIDE.

(C) THIS SECTION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TO PROHIBIT A PERSON WHO
COMMITS ONE OR MORE CRIMES IN THE COURSE OF ATTEMPTING TO COMMIT
SUICIDE FROM BEING CHARGED WITH THE OTHER CRIME OR CRIMES.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the common law offense of
attempted suicide is hereby abrogated and repealed.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2019.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





