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SENATE BILL NO. 209
INTRODUCED BY J. ESP

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES TO HAVE OR TO ENSURE A PHYSICAL PRESENCE FOR CERTAIN SERVICES IN
COUNTIES WITH POPULATIONS EXCEEDING A SPECIFIC LEVEL; AMENDING SECTIONS 52-2-112;
53-1=663; AND 53-2-301, ANB-53-26-265; MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 52-2-112, MCA, is amended to read:

"52-2-112. Duty to strengthen child welfare services. (1) The department shall make-provision
provide for establishing and strengthening child welfare services, including protective services as defined in
41-3-102, and for care of children in registered or licensed family foster homes, child-care agencies, group
homes, or treatment facilities.

(2) To carry out its duties under Title 41, chapter 3, and this part, the department shall establish and

maintain an appropriately staffed office at a physical location in the county seat of each county with a population

of at least 9,000. An office must have scheduled office hours:

(a) atleast 2 days a week MONTH in a county with a population of 9,000 to 12,000, AS DETERMINED BY THE

MOST RECENT FEDERAL POPULATION CENSUS; and

(b) at least 4 days a week MONTH in a county with a population of 12,000 ermore: TO 15,000, AS

DETERMINED BY THE MOST RECENT FEDERAL POPULATION CENSUS; AND

(C) WITH AT LEAST FOUR EMPLOYEES, AT LEAST 4 DAYS A WEEK IN A COUNTY WITH A POPULATION OF 15,000 OR

MORE, AS DETERMINED BY THE MOST RECENT FEDERAL POPULATION CENSUS.

(3) IF CLIENT DEMAND WARRANTS, ONE OR MORE EMPLOYEES BASED IN A COUNTY DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION

(2)(C) MAY BE TEMPORARILY ASSIGNED TO AN ADJOINING COUNTY TO COVER A WORKFORCE SHORTAGE IN THE ADJOINING

COUNTY.

(4) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PREPARE A REPORT REGARDING THE ANNUAL NUMBER OF HOURS STAFFED AND

NUMBER OF CLIENTS SERVED IN EACH COUNTY OFFICE, TOBE PROVIDED TO THE CHILDREN, FAMILIES, HEALTH, AND HUMAN

SERVICES INTERIM COMMITTEE BY OCTOBER 3, 2020. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE AN INTERNET VERSION OF THE
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REPORT FREE OF CHARGE TO THE PUBLIC AND SHALL CHARGE A FEE FOR PAPER COPIES THAT IS COMMENSURATE WITH

THE COST OF PRINTING THE REPORT.

23(5) Payment provided under this section is made under the provisions of 41-3-115 and 52-2-611."

Section 2. Section 53-2-301, MCA, is amended to read:
"53-2-301. Local offices of public assistance to be established by department. (1) The department

shall establish one or more local offices of public assistance in each county of the state. #f Except as provided

in subsection (2), if conditions warrant, two or more counties may be combined into one administrative unit and

the department may use the same local office of public assistance and staff to administer public assistance in

Legislative
Services -2- Authorized Print Version - SB 209
Division



66th Legislature SB0209.02

1 the combined counties.

(2) The department shall establish and maintain an appropriately staffed office at a physical location in

the county seat of each county with a population of at least 9,000. An office must have scheduled office hours:

(a) at least 2-days 1 DAY a week MONTH in a county with a population of 9,000 to 12,000; and

2
3
4
5 (b) atleast 4 2 days a week MONTH in a county with a population of 12,000 or more."
6
7
8
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1 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2019.

2 - END -
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