
Sixty-sixth Legislative Assembly of North Dakota 
In Regular Session Commencing Thursday, January 3, 2019

HOUSE BILL NO. 1469
(Representatives Mock, Devlin, Kasper, Louser, D. Ruby)

(Senators Anderson, Dever, Heckaman, J. Lee)

AN ACT to  create  and  enact  section  19-02.1-16.3  of  the  North  Dakota  Century Code,  relating  to 
pharmacy benefits manager step therapy protocols.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1.  Section 19-02.1-16.3 of the North Dakota Century Code is created and enacted as 
follows:

19  -  02.1  -  16.3. Pharmacy benefits managers - Step therapy protocols - Limitations.  

1. As used in this section:

a. "Metastatic cancer" means cancer that has spread from the primary or original site to 
lymph nodes, nearby tissues, or other parts of the body.

b. "Pharmacy benefits manager" has the same meaning as in section 19  -  03.6  -  01.  

c. "Step therapy protocol" means a protocol requiring an individual use a drug, or sequence 
of  drugs,  other  than  the  prescription  drug,  or  sequence  of  prescription  drugs,  the 
individual's health care provider recommends for the individual's treatment, before the 
pharmacy  benefits  manager  or  health  plan  allows  coverage  for  the  recommended 
prescription drug, or sequence of prescription drugs.

2. A pharmacy benefits manager or a health plan may not require a step therapy protocol for 
coverage of a recommended prescription drug, or sequence of prescription drugs, approved 
by the United States food and drug administration if:

a. The recommended prescription drug, or sequence of prescription drugs, is prescribed to 
treat the individual's diagnosis of metastatic cancer; and

b. The use of the recommended prescription drug, or sequence of prescription drugs, is 
consistent with the United States food and drug administration-approved indications or is 
supported by peer-reviewed medical literature.

3. This section does not require coverage of a nonformulary prescription drug.
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____________________________ ____________________________
Speaker of the House President of the Senate

____________________________ ____________________________
Chief Clerk of the House Secretary of the Senate

This certifies that the within bill originated in the House of Representatives of the Sixty-sixth Legislative 
Assembly of North Dakota and is known on the records of that body as House Bill No. 1469.

House Vote: Yeas 91 Nays 0 Absent 3

Senate Vote: Yeas 47 Nays 0 Absent 0

____________________________
Chief Clerk of the House

Received by the Governor at ________M. on _____________________________________, 2019.

Approved at ________M. on __________________________________________________, 2019.

____________________________
Governor

Filed in this office this ___________day of _______________________________________, 2019,

at ________ o’clock ________M.

____________________________
Secretary of State


