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Commi ttee:

A BILL
FOR AN ACT relating to cities; to anend section 19-1827, Reissue
Revi sed Statutes of Nebraska; to change nenbership
provisions for the civil service conmmission as
prescribed; and to repeal the original section.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 19-1827, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

19-1827 (1) There is hereby created, in cities in the
State of Nebraska having a population of nore than five thousand
residents and having full-tine police officers or full-tine
firefighters, a civil service conmission, except in cities with a
popul ation in excess of forty thousand which have or nmay adopt a hone
rule charter pursuant to sections 2 to 5 of Article XI of the
Constitution of this state. Any city or village having a popul ation
of five thousand or less residents may adopt the Civil Service Act
and create a civil service comm ssion by a vote of the electors of
such city or wvillage. If any city of the first <class which
established a civil service commission decreases in population to
less than five thousand residents, as determined by the |atest
federal census, and continues to have full-time police officers or

full-time firefighters, the <civil service comission shall be

continued. fer—at—teastfour—years.—and thereafter continued-at—the

(2)(a) The governing body shall by ordi nance determine if

t he conmi ssion shall be conprised of three or five nenbers.

(b) The nmenbers of such conm ssion shall be selected as

provided in this subsection. |If the comm ssion is conprised of three

nenbers, two nenbers shall be appointed by the appointing authority

and one nenber shall be a nonmanagenent police officer elected by the
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sworn police officers. If the city enploys a full-tine fire

depart nment one nenber shall be appointed by the appointing

authority, one nmenber shall be a nonmanagenent police officer elected

by the sworn police officers, and one nenber shall be a nonmanagenent

firefighter elected by the firefighters. If the commission is

conprised of five nenbers, three nenbers shall be appointed by the

appointing authority and two nenbers shall be nonmanagenent police

officers elected by the sworn police officers. |If the city enploys a

full-time fire departnent, three nenbers shall be appointed by the

appointing authority, one nenber shall be nonmanagenent police

officers elected by the sworn police officers, and one nenmber shal

be a nonmanagenent firefighter elected by the firefighters.

(c) The nenbers of the civil service conm ssion shall

serve wi thout conpensation. Ne—To be eligible to be a comm ssioner, a

person shal |l be appointed—a nenber—of such—comission—whois—net—(i)

a citizen of the United States, (ii) a resident of such municipality

for at least three years immediately preceding such appointnent or

enpl oyed in a nonnanagenent position in either the police departnent

or fire departnent for three vears immediately preceding such

appoi ntnent, and (iii) an elector of the county wherein such person
resi des.

(d) If the conmission is conprised of three nmenbers, the
term of office of such conmi ssioners shall be six years, except that
the first three nenbers of such conm ssion shall be appointed for

different terns, as follows: One to serve for a period of two years,
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one to serve for a period of four years, and one to serve for a
period of six years. If the conmission is conprised of five menbers,
the term of office of such nenbers shall be for five—four years,
except that the first nenmbers of such commission shall be appointed
for different terns, as follows: ©re—Two to serve for a period of ere
year,—one—to serve for—a period-—of tw years, —one to serve for—a
period—of—three—years,—one and three to serve for a period of four
years. ;—and-oneto-serve for—a period-of five years—

(e) If the nunicipality deternines by ordi nance to change
froma three-nenber conmission to a five-nenber conmi ssion, or froma
five-nmenber commission to a three-menber conm ssion, the nmenbers of
the conmi ssion serving before the effective date of such ordinance
shall hold office wuntil reappointed or their successors are
appoi nt ed.

(3) Any nenber of the civil service conm ssion may be
renoved from office for i nconpet ency, dereliction of duty,
nmal feasance in office, or other good cause by the appointing
authority, except that no nenber of the conmission shall be renoved
until witten charges have been preferred, due notice given such
nmenber, and a full hearing had before the appointing authority. Any
nmenber so renoved shall have the right to appeal to the district
court of the county in which such commission is |ocated, which court
shall hear and determine such appeal in a sumrary manner. Such an
appeal shall be only upon the ground that such judgnent or order of

renmoval was not nade in good faith for cause, and the hearing on such
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was so made.

(4) The nmenbers of the civil service conmm ssion shall
devote due tinme and attention to the perfornance of the duties
specified and inmposed upon them by the Cvil Service Act. Two
commi ssioners in a three-nmenber comm ssion and three conmm ssioners in
a five-menber conmission shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business. Confirmation of the appointnent or
appoi ntnents of conmmi ssi oner s—wade—unrder—subseeti-on—{1—eof—this
seetion~ by any other legislative body shall not be required. At the
time of any appointnent, not nore than two conmi ssioners of a three-
nmenber  conmi ssi on, or three commissioners of a five-nenber
conm ssion, including the one or ones to be appointed, shall be
regi stered electors of the same political party.

Sec. 2. Oiginal section 19-1827, Rei ssue Revi sed

Statutes of Nebraska, is repeal ed.



