SENATE AMENDED

PRIOR PRINTER'S NOS. 684, 1739, 2209 prRINTER'S No. 22710

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 735 “%%”

INTRODUCED BY WARREN, BURGOS, MADDEN, T. DAVIS, FREEMAN, VITALI,

BRENNAN, DELLOSO, PICKETT, CIRESI, TAKAC, KHAN, BOROWSKI,
SANCHEZ, BOYLE, WEBSTER AND FLEMING, MARCH 28, 2023

AS AMENDED ON THIRD CONSIDERATION, IN SENATE, OCTOBER 25, 2023
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AMENDING THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.177,

ol Do PN

NO.175), ENTITLED <--
"AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AND REORGANIZING THE CONDUCT OF THE
EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE WORK OF THE COMMONWEALTH BY THE
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT THEREOF AND THE ADMINISTRATIVE
DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND OFFICERS THEREOF,
INCLUDING THE BOARDS OF TRUSTEES OF STATE NORMAL SCHOOLS, OR
TEACHERS COLLEGES; ABOLISHING, CREATING, REORGANIZING OR
AUTHORIZING THE REORGANIZATION OF CERTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE
DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS; DEFINING THE POWERS AND
DUTIES OF THE GOVERNOR AND OTHER EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICERS, AND OF THE SEVERAL ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS,
BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND OFFICERS; FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE
GOVERNOR, LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, AND CERTAIN OTHER EXECUTIVE
AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS; PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF
CERTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS, AND OF ALL DEPUTIES AND
OTHER ASSISTANTS AND EMPLOYES IN CERTAIN DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS,
AND COMMISSIONS; PROVIDING FOR JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION; AND
PRESCRIBING THE MANNER IN WHICH THE NUMBER AND COMPENSATION
OF THE DEPUTIES AND ALL OTHER ASSISTANTS AND EMPLOYES OF
CERTAIN DEPARTMENTS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS SHALL BE
DETERMINED," IN COMMONWEALTH BUDGET PROCEDURES, PROVIDING FOR <--
SCOPE AND FOR DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR FLOOD INSURANCE
PREMIUM ASSISTANCE TASK FORCE; IN POWERS AND DUTIES OF
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES AND ITS DEPARTMENTAL
ADMINISTRATIVE AND ADVISORY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS, PROVIDING
FOR CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT FEES; AND, IN JUDICIAL
ADMINISTRATION, PROVIDING FOR SURCHARGE AND FEE.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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11 Representatives~

12 H—Oone—member—appointed—bythe Minority Feader—of—the—
13 House—of Representatives—

14 ‘e r—FCondueting—of business—FThe—task force—shall—conduct—
15 +tsbusiness—asfottowss

16 (H—Fhe—physicat—presence—ofa majorttyof the members—
17 shatt—econstitute—aoguorumof—the—task forecer

18 2 —Actionr—of—the—task forcemust—Pbeauthorized—or—

19 ratifiedPpy o majoritty—vote—ofTtsmembers—

20 S r—Amember—hotPphysteatty present—may participate—by—
21 teteconference—or—~rrdeo—conferencer

22 44— The—first—meeting shallt—beconvened—within 45—days—
23 of—the—effective dateof this paragraph—Additionat—meetings—
24 may—be—catted—Pby—the—chairas necessary-

25 5 r—Fhe—~chatrshatt——schedute o meetinguponr—written—

26 reguestof—a—two—thirdsmajortty of the mempbers—of—the—task—

27 forece—

28 {6 —TFhe—task—foree—shatt—hotdpubtichearings—as—
29 recessary—to—obtatnr—the—informationr reguired—to—conduet—3ts—

30 FeFew—
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12 +H—Poewers—and—duties—Fhe—+task—force—shalt—have—the—

13 fotrttowing powers—ana—agtiess

14 bH—TFeo—review and—anatyze—thetaw, procedures;—

15 practieces;—processes—antrutes—relating—to—the—admintstration—
16 of—ftood—insurance~

17 {2} To hold public hearings for the taking of testimony—
18 ant—the resnestingofdocurentss

19 {3 Throush—tte—chatr,to admintster—oaths—and—

20 sE b rmattons—to—witnesses appearingbefore the task foreer

21 4 Teoaceept—ant—review written comnments—fromn—

22 Trevduateanderganiratione

23 55— TPetrake, by —Ro—taterthan st months after the—

24 effectivedate—of this paragraph—a finat report—to—the—
25 Gevernor—the—Senate—and the House—of Representatives—Fn—
26 additionr—to—any thformationthat the task force deems—

27 appropriate—the report—shatt inctude recommendations—

28 regaraingt

29 +t—potentiatprograms—that provide—premivum

30 iseountEss
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SECTION 1. THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.177, NO.175), KNOWN <=--

AS THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF 1929, IS AMENDED BY ADDING
SECTIONS TO READ:

SECTION 601. SCOPE.—--(A) THIS ARTICLE APPLIES TO ALL

LEGISTATIVE AND EXECUTIVE ACTIONS RELATED TO THE ENACTMENT AND

IMPLEMENTATION OF LEGISLATION UNDER SECTIONS 13 AND 14 OF

ARTICLE VIIT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA.

(B) SUBSECTION (A) INCILUDES THE DETERMINATION OF A SURPLUS

UNDER THIS ARTICLE AND SUBARTICLE A OF ARTICLE XVIT-A OF THE ACT

OF APRTL 9, 1929 (P.L.343, NO.176), KNOWN AS "THE FISCAL CODE."

SECTION 602. DEFINITIONS.--THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES

WHEN USED IN THIS ARTICLE SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM

IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"SURPLUS." A FISCAL OPERATING RESULT WHICH OCCURS IN A FUND

AT THE END OF A FISCAL YEAR, WHEREBY EXPENDITURES, TINCLUDING TAX

REFUNDS, ARE IESS THAN THE FUND'S BEGINNING BALANCE, REVENUES

AND RECETPTS AND LAPSES DURING THE SAME PERTIOD.

SECTION 1.1. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING AN ARTICLE TO
READ:

ARTICLE XV-C

FLOOD INSURANCE PREMTUM ASSTISTANCE TASK FORCE

SECTION 1501-C. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ARTICLE

SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THTIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"FEMA." THE FEDERAT EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY.

"TASK FORCE." THE FLOOD INSURANCE PREMIUM ASSISTANCE TASK

FORCE ESTABLISHED UNDER SECTION 1503-C.

SECTION 1502-C. FINDINGS.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS THAT:

20230HB0735PN2210 -6 -
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(1) MANY COMMUNITIES WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH HAVE FACED

DEVASTATING FLOODS IN RECENT YEARS.

(2) THE PROVISIONS OF 42 U.S.C. CH. 50 (RELATING TO

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE), HAS CAUSED STEEP INCREASES IN

FLOOD INSURANCE PREMIUMS TO PAY FOR INCREASED SPENDING IN

FEMA FILOOD DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

(3) IN THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS, FEMA HAS REVISED ITS

FLOOD MAPPING TO INCLUDE MANY PROPERTIES THAT PREVIOUSLY DID

NOT REQUIRE FLOOD INSURANCE.

(4) WHOLE COMMUNITIES ALONG PENNSYLVANIA'S RIVERS AND

CREEKS COULD BE DEVASTATED BY PLUMMETING PROPERTY VALUES DUE

TO UNAFFORDABLE FTLOOD INSURANCE PREMIUMS.

SECTION 1503-C. FLOOD INSURANCE PREMIUM ASSISTANCE TASK FORCE.

(A) FESTABLISHMENT.--THE FLOOD INSURANCE PREMIUM ASSISTANCE

TASK FORCE IS ESTABLISHED.

(B) MEMBERSHIP.--THE TASK FORCE SHALL CONSIST OF THE

FOLLOWING MEMBERS, APPOINTED WITHIN 25 DAYS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE

DATE OF THIS SUBSECTION:

(1) THE INSURANCE COMMISSIONER, OR A DESIGNEE WHO SHALL

BE AN EMPILOYEE OF THE INSURANCE DEPARTMENT APPOINTED BY THE

INSURANCE COMMISSTIONER, SHATLL BE THE CHATR OF THE TASK FORCE.

(2) THE DIRECTOR OF THE PENNSYLVANTA EMERGENCY

MANAGEMENT AGENCY, OR A DESIGNEE WHO SHALL BE AN EMPLOYEE OF

THE PENNSYLVANTA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY APPOINTED BY THE

DIRECTOR OF THE PENNSYLVANIA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY.

(3) THE SECRETARY OF BANKING AND SECURITIES, OR A

DESIGNEE WHO SHALL BE AN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF

BANKING AND SECURITIES APPOINTED BY THE SECRETARY OF BANKING

AND SECURITIES.

(4) ONE MEMBER APPOINTED BY THE PRESTIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF

20230HB0735PN2210 -7 -



1 THE SENATE.

2 (5) ONE MEMBER APPOINTED BY THE MINORITY LEADER OF THE
3 SENATE.

4 (6) ONE MEMBER APPOINTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
5 REPRESENTATIVES.

6 (7) ONE MEMBER APPOINTED BY THE MINORITY LEADER OF THE
7 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

8 (C) CONDUCTING OF BUSINESS.--THE TASK FORCE SHALL CONDUCT

9 ITS BUSINESS AS FOLLOWS:

10 (1) THE PHYSICAL PRESENCE OF A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS
11 SHALL CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE TASK FORCE.

12 (2) ACTION OF THE TASK FORCE MUST BE AUTHORIZED OR

13 RATIFIED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF ITS MEMBERS.

14 (3) A MEMBER NOT PHYSICALLY PRESENT MAY PARTICIPATE BY
15 TELECONFERENCE OR VIDEO CONFERENCE.

16 (4) THE FIRST MEETING SHALL BE CONVENED WITHIN 45 DAYS
17 OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS PARAGRAPH. ADDITIONAL MEETINGS
18 MAY BE CALLED BY THE CHATIR AS NECESSARY.

19 (5) THE CHATR SHALL SCHEDULE A MEETING UPON WRITTEN

20 REQUEST OF A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE TASK
21 FORCE.

22 (6) THE TASK FORCE SHALL HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS AS

23 NECESSARY TO OBTAIN THE INFORMATION REQUIRED TO CONDUCT ITS
24 REVIEW.

25 (7) ALL MEETINGS AND HEARINGS HELD BY THE TASK FORCE
26 SHALL BE SUBJECT TO 65 PA.C.S. CH. 7 (RELATING TO OPEN

27 MEETINGS) .

28 (8) THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC

29 DEVELOPMENT, THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL

30 RESOURCES, THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAT, PROTECTION AND THE

20230HB0735PN2210 -8 -
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INSURANCE DEPARTMENT SHALL COOPERATE TO PROVIDE

ADMINISTRATIVE OR OTHER ASSISTANCE TO THE TASK FORCE.

(9) MEMBERS MAY NOT RECEIVE COMPENSATION BUT SHALL BE

REIMBURSED FOR REASONABLE AND NECESSARY EXPENSES INCURRED IN

SERVICE OF THE TASK FORCE.

(D) POWERS AND DUTIES.--THE TASK FORCE SHALL HAVE THE

FOLLOWING POWERS AND DUTIES:

(1) TO REVIEW AND ANALYZE THE LAW, PROCEDURES,

PRACTICES, PROCESSES AND RULES RELATING TO THE ADMINISTRATION

OF FLOOD INSURANCE.

(2) TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR THE TAKING OF TESTIMONY

AND THE REQUESTING OF DOCUMENTS.

(3) THROUGH ITS CHATIR, TO ADMINISTER OATHS AND

AFFTIRMATIONS TO WITNESSES APPEARING BEFORE THE TASK FORCE.

(4) TO ACCEPT AND REVIEW WRITTEN COMMENTS FROM

INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS.

(5) TO MAKE, BY NO LATER THAN SIX MONTHS AFTER THE

EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS PARAGRAPH, A FINAL REPORT TO THE

GOVERNOR, THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. IN

ADDITTON TO ANY TINFORMATION THAT THE TASK FORCE DEEMS

APPROPRTIATE, THE REPORT SHALT INCLUDE RECOMMENDATIONS

REGARDING:

(I) POTENTIATL PROGRAMS THAT PROVIDE PREMIUM

DISCOUNTS;

(IT) POTENTIAL PROGRAMS, WHETHER THROUGH THE

MECHANISM OF PREMIUM DISCOUNTS OR OTHER RELTEF, THAT

CREATE INCENTIVES FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO UNDERTAKE OR

CONTINUE FIOOD MITTIGATION EFFORTS;

(ITT) THE IMPLEMENTATION OF NECESSARY CHANGES IN

STATUTES AND PRACTICES OF THIS COMMONWEALTH, POLICIES AND

20230HB0735PN2210 -9 -
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PROCEDURES RELATING TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF FLOOD

INSURANCE;

(IV) HOW TO EDUCATE RESIDENTS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH

ABOUT THE RISK OF FTLOODING AND WAYS TO MITIGATE FLOOD

OCCURRENCES ;

(V) STEPS THAT THE COMMONWEALTH SHOULD TAKE TO

INFORM RESIDENTS ABOUT THE OPTIONS AVAILABLE WHEN

PURCHASING FLOOD INSURANCE; AND

(VI) HOW TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE THAT

PURCHASE FLOOD INSURANCE, EITHER THROUGH THE NATTONAL

FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM OR THE PRIVATE FLOOD INSURANCE

MARKET .

(E) REPORT.--THE REPORT MADE UNDER THTIS ARTICLE SHALL BE:

(1) ADOPTED AT A PUBLIC MEETING.

(2) A PUBLIC RECORD UNDER THE ACT OF FEBRUARY 14, 2008

(P.L.6, NO.3), KNOWN AS THE RIGHT-TO-KNOW LAW.

(F) EXPIRATION.--THE TASK FORCE SHALL EXPIRE 30 DAYS AFTER

MAKING THE FINAL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE SENATE AND THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES UNDER SUBSECTION (D) (5).

SECTION 2. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING SECTIONS TO READ:

SECTION 2338. CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT FEES.--THE

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES MAY IMPOSE A FEE OF THIRTY-FTIVE

DOLLARS ($35) IN EACH CHILD SUPPORT CASE IN WHICH AN INDIVIDUAL

HAS NEVER RECEIVED ASSISTANCE UNDER 42 U.S.C. CH. 7 SUBCH. IV

PT. A (RELATING TO BLOCK GRANTS TO STATES FOR TEMPORARY

ASSTSTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES) AND FOR WHOM THE COMMONWEALTH HAS

COLLECTED AT LEAST FIVE HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS ($550) OF SUPPORT

IN A FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR. THE COMMONWEALTH SHATT PAY THE THTIRTY-

FIVE DOLLAR ($35) FEE FOR THOSE CASES IN WHICH THE ANNUAL

COLLECTION TS BETWEEN FIVE HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS ($550) AND ONE

20230HB0735PN2210 - 10 -
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THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED NINETY-NINE DOLLARS AND NINETY-NINE CENTS

($1,999.99). THE THIRTY-FIVE DOLLAR ($35) FEE SHALL BE COLLECTED

FROM THE CUSTODIAL PARENT IN CASES WHERE ANNUAL COLLECTIONS

EQUAL TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000) OR MORE. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY

OTHER PROVISTON OF TAW, THE FEDERALTLY MANDATED THIRTY-FTIVE

DOLLAR ($35) ANNUAL FEE COLLECTED FROM THE CUSTODIAL PARENT

SHATLT BE RETATNED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES.

SECTION 2802-E. SURCHARGE AND FEE.

(A) IMPOSITION.——

(1) THE FOLLOWING APPLY:

(1) IN ADDITION TO THE FEES IMPOSED UNDER 42 PA.C.S.

§ 3733(A.1) (RELATING TO DEPOSITS INTO ACCOUNT), A

SURCHARGE OF $10 SHALIL BE CHARGED AND COLLECTED BY A

DIVISION OF THE UNIFIED JUDICIAL SYSTEM.

(IT) THE ADDITIONAL SURCHARGE UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH

SHALL BE DEPOSITED INTO THE JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

OPERATIONS AUGMENTATION ACCOUNT ESTABLISHED UNDER SECTION

1795.1-E (D) OF THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.343,

NO.176), KNOWN AS THE FISCAL CODE.

(ITT) THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL EXPIRE JULY 31, 2025.

(2) THE FOLLOWING APPLY:

(I) IN ADDITION TO THE FEES TMPOSED UNDER 42 PA.C.S.

§ 3733(A.1), A SURCHARGE OF $11.25 SHALL BE CHARGED AND

COLLECTED BY A DIVISION OF THE UNIFTIED JUDICIAL SYSTEM.

(IT) THE SURCHARGE UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL BE

DEPOSITED IN THE JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS

AUGMENTATION ACCOUNT ESTABLISHED UNDER SECTION 1795.1-

E(D) OF THE FISCAL CODE.

(ITT) THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL EXPIRE JULY 31, 2025.

(B) SUSPENSION OF DEPOSIT.--FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024, THE

20230HB0735PN2210 - 11 -
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DEPOSIT REQUIRED UNDER SECTION 1795.2-E QOF THE FISCAL CODE SHALL

BE SUSPENDED.

SECTION 2.1. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS AND DECLARES AS

FOLLOWS:

(1) IN ALL LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE ACTIONS RELATED TO
THE ENACTMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF LEGISLATION UNDER
SECTIONS 13 AND 14 OF ARTICLE VIII OF THE CONSTITUTION OF
PENNSYLVANIA, THE TERM "SURPLUS" HAS ALWAYS MEANT A FISCAL
OPERATING RESULT WHICH OCCURS IN A FUND AT THE END OF A
FISCAL YEAR, WHEREBY EXPENDITURES, INCLUDING TAX REFUNDS, ARE
LESS THAN THE FUND'S BEGINNING BALANCE, REVENUES AND RECEIPTS
AND LAPSES DURING THE SAME PERIOD.

(2) THE ADDITION OF THE DEFINITION OF "SURPLUS" IN
SECTION 602 OF THE ACT IS A CLARIFICATION OF EXISTING LAW.
SECTION 3. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT AS FOLLOWS:

(1) THE ADDITION OF ARTICLE XV-C OF THE ACT SHALL TAKE
EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.

(2) THE REMAINDER OF THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT

IMMEDIATELY.
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