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FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to establish minimum requirements for high school1

graduation.2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:3

Section 1. That chapter 13-1 be amended by adding a NEW SECTION to read:4

Except as provided in section 2 of this Act, the following constitute the minimum5

requirements for high school graduation:6

(1) Four units of English language arts, including:7

(a) One-half unit of American literature;8

(b) One unit of literature;9

(c) One and one-half units of writing;10

(d) One-half unit of speech or debate; and11

(e) One-half unit of any English language arts elective;12

(2) Three units of social studies, including:13

(a) One-half unit of United States government;14

(b) One unit of United States history;15
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(c) One-half unit of world history; and1

(d) One-half unit of geography;2

(3) Three units of mathematics, including:3

(a) One unit of algebra I;4

(b) One unit of algebra II; and5

(c) One unit of geometry;6

(4) Three units of laboratory science, including:7

(a) One unit of biology;8

(b) One unit of chemistry or physics; and9

(c) One unit of physical science;10

(5) One-half unit of personal finance;11

(6) One-half unit of physical education;12

(7) One unit of fine arts;13

(8) One-unit of:14

(a) An approved career and technical education course;15

(b) World language; or16

(c) A capstone experience;17

(9) One-half unit of health or health integration; and18

(10) Any five and one-half additional units.19

A diploma issued under this section shall indicate that the student has met all requirements20

for a high school diploma.21

The Board of Education Standards may, by rule promulgated pursuant to chapter 1-26,22

identify additional levels of achievement, which, if reached, shall also be indicated on a23

student's high school diploma. The levels may include the successful completion of additional24
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curricular requirements emphasizing a concentration in career and technical education subjects1

and the successful completion of additional curricular requirements emphasizing a concentration2

in advanced academic pursuits.3

Section 2. That chapter 13-1 be amended by adding a NEW SECTION to read:4

If after completing at least two years of high school a student has failed to pass at least5

one-half unit from any three subdivisions in section 1 of this Act or if the student has a grade6

point average that is at or below the twenty-fifth percentile of all students in the district who are7

enrolled in the same grade, the student may request that the student's principal, and the student's8

guidance counselor or a teacher, meet with the student and the student's parent to determine if9

the student should be permitted to pursue an optional high school curriculum, in place of the10

requirements set forth in section 1 of this Act.11

If after meeting with school personnel as set forth in this section a student's parent consents12

in writing to the student pursuing the optional high school curriculum, the student is eligible to13

receive a high school diploma upon completing the following requirements:14

(1) Four units of English language arts, including:15

(a) One-half unit of American literature; 16

(b) One-half unit of literature;17

(c) One unit of writing;18

(d) One-half unit of speech or debate; and19

(e) One-half unit of any English language arts elective;20

(2) Three units of social studies, including:21

(a) One-half unit of United States government; and22

(b) One unit of United States history;23

(3) Three units of mathematics, including one unit of algebra I;24
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(4) Three units of science, including one unit of biology;1

(5) One-half unit of personal finance;2

(6) One-half unit of physical education;3

(7) One unit of fine arts;4

(8) One-unit of:5

(a) An approved career and technical education course;6

(b) World language; or7

(c) A capstone experience;8

(9) One-half unit of health or health integration; and9

(10) Any five and one-half additional units.10

A diploma issued under this section shall indicate that it is based on an optional high school11

curriculum.12

Section 3. That § 13-1-12.1 be amended to read:13

13-1-12.1. The South Dakota Board of Education Standards shall promulgate rules pursuant14

to chapter 1-26 to establish standards;15

(1) Standards for the classification and accreditation of schools within this state, to16

establish standards for:17

(2) Standards for the preparation of certified personnel, to set forth procedures;18

(3) Procedures for determining the eligibility of school districts to receive state aid to for 19

education funding, to adopt policies and rules necessary to establish standards;20

(4) Standards and procedures for career and technical education, and to establish21

curriculum requirements for a recommended;22

(5) Standards for the required high school program courses set forth in section 1 of this23

Act for all public and nonpublic schools within the in this state. The recommended24
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high school program shall include a rigorous high school curriculum in both1

academic and career and technical courses. The requirements of the recommended2

program shall be aligned to the academic content standards developed pursuant to3

§ 13-3-48 and shall, at a minimum, include the content standards tested pursuant to4

§ 13-3-55 and for the optional program set forth in section 2 of this Act.5

Nothing in this section authorizes the board to require the use of specifically designated6

curriculum or methods of instruction.7


