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2013 WISCONSIN ACT 274

AN ACT o repeal62.69 (2) (g)to renumber and amen@6.0809 (3) and 66.0809 (5) (b) th;consolidate, renum
berand amend6.0809 (5) (b) (intro.) and 29 amend66.0809 (5) (c) and 66.0809 (5) (d); andccreate66.0809
(3m), 66.0809 (5) (bm), 66.0809 (7), 66.0809 (8), 66.0809 (9), 66.0809 (10) and 196.37 (5) of the rekztiites;
to: collection of certain municipal utility arrearages and the provision of municipal utility service to tenants.

The people of the state of Mtonsin, represented in  realestate to which utility service was furnished and for
senateand assemblydo enact as follows: which payment igdelinquent. The notice may be served
by delivery to either the owner or occupant personatly
by letter addressed to the owner or occupant at the post-
SectioN 1. 62.69 (2) (g) of the statutes is repealed. office address of the lot or parcel of real estate.
SECTION 2. 66.0809 (3) of the statutes is renumbered ~ (b) On November 16he oficer or department issu
66.0809(3) (a) and amended to read: ing the notice shall certifgndfile with the clerk a list of
66.0809(3) (a) Except aprovided in subs. (4) and all lotsor parcels of real estate, giving the legal descrip
(5), on October 15 in each year notice shall be given to thetion, for which notice of arrears was given undet fmr
owneror occupant of-allhelots or parcelsf real estate  andfor which arrears remain unpagtating the amount
to which utility service habeen furnished prior to Octo  of arrears and penaltyfEach delinquent amount, includ

ber1 by a public utility operated by a town, city village ing the penaltybecomes a lien upon the lot or parckl
andpayment for which is owing and in arrears at the time realestate to which the utility service was furnished and
of giving the notice. The department in cfe@of the uti paymentfor which is delinquent, and the clerk shall insert
ity shall furnish the treasurer with a list of tbés or par thedelinguent amount and penalty as a tax against the lot
celsof real estate for which utility service chas are in  or parcel of real estate.

arrears,and the notice shable given by the treasurer (c) All proceedings in relation to the collection of

unlessthe governingbody of the cityvillage, or town generalproperty taxes and to the return and sale of-prop
authorizeshotice to be given directly by the department. erty for delinquent taxes apply to the tax under ggif
Thenotice shall be in writing and shall state the amount it is notpaid within the time required by law for payment
of arrearsjncluding any penalty assessed pursuant to theof taxes upon real estate.

rules of the utility; that unless the amount is paid by (d) Under thissubsection, if an arrearage is for utility
Novemberl a penalty of 10 percent of the amount of servicefurnished and metered by the utility directly to a
arrearswill be added; and that unless the arrears, avith manufacturechomeor mobile home unit in a licensed
addedpenalty are paid by November 15, the arrears and manufacturecaind mobile home communjtthe notice
penalty will be levied as a tax against the loparcelof shallbe given to the owner of the manufactured home or

* Section 9911, WIsconsINSTATUTES: Effective date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over thegy
partialveto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it taflees siiall take ééct on the day after its date of publication.”
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mobile homeunit and the delinquent amount becomesa  (f) Within 7 days after a lien established and filed
lien on the manufactured home or mobile home unit underthis subsection is satisfied, the lienholder sfilall
ratherthan a lien on the parcel of real estate on which thewith the clerk of courts a notice of lien satisfaction.
manufacturechome or mobile home unit is located. A SecTION 4. 66.0809 (5) (b) (intro.) and 2. of the stat
lien on a manufactured honee mobile home unit may  utesare consolidated, renumbered 66.0809 (5) (b) and
beenforced using the procedures under s. 779.48 (2). amendedo read:

(e) This subsection does not apply to arrearages col 66.08095) (b) -If this-subsection-applies.,AAmunic
lectedusing the procedure under s. 66.0627. ipal public utility may use sub. (3).df s. 62.69 applies,

(f) In this subsection, “metered” means the ussngf s.62.69 (2) (f),to collect arrearages incurred aftbe
methodto ascertain the amount of service used or the useownerof a rental dwelling unit has provided thlity

of a flat rate billing method. with written notice under pafa)-onlyif the-municipality
SeCTION 3. 66.0809 (3m) of the statutes is credted  complieswith-at least one-of the following:-2.In-order
read: to-comply with this- subdivision,-if a-customerwho-is a

66.0809(3m) (a) If sub. (5)applies and a notice of tenanthas-chages-forwater-or-electric-servipeovided
arrearsunder sub. (3) (a) is given or past—due ghamare by the-utility that-are pastue,the municipal public utility
certifiedto the comptroller under s. 62.69 (2) (f), on the shallserveservemotice of the past—due clgas on the
datethe notice of arrears is given, or the past-duegelsar  ownerof the rentaldwelling unit within 14 days of the
arecertified under s. 62.69 (2) (f), the municipality has dateon which the tenarg’chages became past due. The
alien upon the assets of each tenard oéntal dwelling municipalpublic utility shallserve notice in the manner
unit who is responsible for arrearsthe amount of the  providedin s. 801.14 (2).
arrears,ncluding any penalty assessed pursuant to the  SecTion 5. 66.0809 (5) (b) 1. of thstatutes is renum
rulesof the utility. bered66.0809 (5) (am) and amended to read:

(b) The department in chge of the utility shall pro 66.0809(5) (am) -In-orderto-comply with-this subdi
vide a notice to eactenant against whom the municipal vision,a A municipal public utility shall send bills for
ity has a lien. The notice shall be in writing and shall statewateror electric service to a customer who is a tenant in
the amount of arrears including any penakgessepur thetenants own name—Each-time-thatmunicipalpublic
suantto the rules of the utilitythat the tenant is subject  utility-notifiesa-customerwho-is-a-tenant that ¢gjearfor
to a lien upon his or her assets for arrears for which he orwateror-electric service provided-by the utility to-the-cus
sheis responsible, thdhe lien will transfer to the owner  tomerare past-due for more than-one billing-cycle, the
of the rental dwelling unit if the owner pays the arrears, utility-shall-also-serve eopy-of the notice-on-the-owner
andthat the lien will be enforceable upon fiiag of the of the rental-dwelling-unit-in-the-manner-provided-in s.

lien with the clerk of courts. 801.14(2). If a customer who is a tenant vacates his or
(c) If par (a) applies, prior to December 17, the her rental dwelling unit, and the owner of the rental
municipality shall file with the clerk of courts a list of ten  dwelling unit provides the municipal public utilitpo
antsof rental dwelling units responsibler arrears and  later than 21 days after the date on which the tenant
againstwhom the municipality continues to have a lien. vacateghe rental dwelling unit, with aritten notice that
No action to enforce a lien under péa) may be mamn containsa forwarding address for the tenant anddiie
tainedunless a notice of lien is filathder this paragraph. thatthe tenant vacated the rental dwelling unit,utikiy
(d) If par (a) applies and the owner of the rental shall continue t@end past—due notices to the customer at
dwelling unit has paid the municipalithe amount pro his or her forwarding address until the past—dbages
videdin the notice ofarrears given under sub. (3) (a), or are paid or until notice has been provided under sub. (3)
certifiedto the comptroller under s. 62.69 (2) (), or the (a) or thepast—-due chaes have been certified to the
amountplaced as tax against the real estate unde(3ub. comptrollerunder s. 62.69 (2) (f)

(b) or s. 62.69 (2) (f), the lien under péa) transfers to SecTION 6. 66.0809 (5) (bm) of the statutes is created

the owner of the rental dwelling unit and the municipality to read:

no longer has a lien against the tenant. 66.08095) (bm) No earlier than 14 days after receiv
(e) An owner of a rental dwelling unit who hatiem ing a notice under pafb) of a tenans$ past-duehages

underpar (d) may file a notice of lien with the clerk of for electric servicethe owner of a rental dwelling unit
court of the countyin which the rental dwelling unitis  may request that the municipal public utility terminate
locatednot more than 6 months after the date the lien electricservice to the rental dwellingnit. Except as pro
aroseunder par(a). The clerlof courts shall file and  videdunder rules of the public service commisgielat
enterthe notice of lien in the judgment and lien docket. ing to disconnection of service and subject to the proce
No action to enforcalien under par(d) may be main duralrequirements under those rules, unless all past-due
tainedunless a notice of lien is filathder this paragraph.  chargesare paid, the municipal utility shall terminate
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electricservice to the rental dwelling unit upon receipt of
arequest under this paragraphhis paragraph does not
applyif a municipal public utility does not use the proce
duresunder sub. (3) to collect the past-due gkar

SECTION 7. 66.0809 (5) () of the statutes is amended
to read:

66.0809(5) (c) A municipal public utility may dem
onstrate compliance with theticerequirements of par
(b) —er-2.by providing evidence of having sent the
noticeby U.S. mail orif the person receiving the notice
hasconsentedo receive notice in an electronic format,
by providing evidence of having sent the notice in an
electronicformat

SecTioN 8. 66.0809 (5) (d) of the statutes is amended
to read:

66.0809(5) (d) If this subsection applies arad
municipal public utility is—permittedelectsto collect
arrearagesnder sub. (3) or s. 62.69 (2), fhe municipal
public utility shall provide all notices under sub. (3) or s.
62.69(2) (f) to the tenant and the owner of the property
or a person designated by the owner

SeECTION 9. 66.0809(7) of the statutes is created to
read:

66.0809(7) A municipal utility may require a p+o
spectivecustomer to submit an applicatifor water or
electricservice.

SecTion 10. 66.0809 (8) of the statutéscreated to
read:

66.08098) A municipal public utility shall disclose
to the owner of rental dwelling unit, upon the owreer
requestwhether a new or prospective tenant has out
standing past—due chges for utility service to that
municipalpublic utility in that tenan$ name at a dir-
entaddress.

SecTIoN 11. 66.0809 (9) of the statutéscreated to
read:
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66.0809(9) A municipal utility is not required to
offer a customer who is a tenant at a rental dwelling unit
adeferred payment agreement.

SecTION 12. 66.0809 (10) of the statutes is created to
read:

66.0809(10) A municipal utilitymay adopt applica
tion, deposit, disconnection, or collectianies and prac
tices that distinguish between customers based upon
whetherthe customer owns or leases the property that is
receivingutility servicewhere the possibility exists for
anyunpaid bills of a tenant to becoradien on the prop
erty that is receiving utility service.

SecTioN 13. 196.37(5) of the statutes is created to
read:

196.37(5) Itis not unreasonable or unjustly discrmi
natoryfor a municipal public utility to adopt application,
deposit,disconnection, or collection rules and practices
thatdistinguish between customers based upon whether
the customer owns or leases the property that is receiving
utility service where the possibility exists for any unpaid
bills of a tenant to become a lien on the property that is
receivingutility service.

SecTIoN 14. Initial applicability.

(1) The treatment of sections 62.68) (g) and
66.0809(3) and (5) (b) (intro.), 1., and 2. of the statutes
first applies to arrearages incurred on tHeative date
of this subsection.

(2) The treatment of section 66.0809 (3m) of the stat
utesfirst applies to a notice @irrears given on thefet-
tive date of this subsection.

SecTion 15. Effective dates. This acttakes dect on
theday after publication, except as follows:

(1) The treatment of sections 62.68) (g) and
66.0809(3), (3m), and (5) (b) (intro.), 1., and 2., (bm),
(c), and (d) of the statutes andcSion 14 (1) and @) of
this act take d@éct on the first day of the 9th month begin
ning after publication.




